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      October 31— SFA Board Meeting  

 1400—VFW Post 8541, 2222 Austin Highway 

      November 2— Membership Meeting 
 1200 — Noon meal served (Roast turkey & sides) 

 1300 — Business meeting (Election of Officers) 

      November 11 — Veterans Day  

            November 28 — Thanksgiving Day 

Issue   #11-19                               November 2019  

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

President:  Bill Smith 
Vice-President:  Juan Lopez 
Secretary:  J.W. Martin 
Asst. Secretary: David Marshall 
Treasurer:  Buddy Gee 
Asst. Treasurer:  Mike Pagel 
Sgt at Arms:  Raul de la Garza 
Asst. Sgt at Arms:  Gordon Lee 
Membership Secy:  Marti Scott 
Past President:  Chuck Rose 
Editors:  Buddy & Sharon Gee 
Webmaster:  Jackie Leavitt 
VGSA Rep:  Raul de la Garza 
Chaplains:  R. Johnson & S. Rindahl 

Visit us at our Home Page: 
www.sfa-xv.org 

Committee Chairs 
By-Laws:  Bill Smith 
Nominations:  Chuck Rose 
JROTC Awards:  Juan Lopez 
Scholarships:  Pat Connolly 
Wounded Warriors: J.W. Martin 
FSH Cemetery Events: Raul de la Garza 
Canyon Lake Picnic: Raul de la Garza 
Dick’s Fund Raiser:  Fred Solis 
Christmas Banquet:  Bill Smith 
Budget Committee:  Buddy Gee 
Chapter Memorial Svc: J.W. Martin 
Chapter Annual Cruise: Karen Hermann 

DON’T FORGET 

• Votes will be counted and new officers 

announced at the Nov. 2 meeting.  Be 

there! Ballot on Page 9. 

• Reserve your spot for next year’s 

Chapter Beach Getaway to Secrets 

Akumal, Mexico. Details, Page 5.  

• Christmas Banquet tickets are still available at $55 

each. Includes appetizers, drinks, dinner, dancing to 

live music by Rick Salinas. Special hotel rate: See 

details on Page 11. 

• “Swordbearers Chapel” at VFW 8541, 1030 Nov. 10 at 

VFW 8541. POC Fr. Steve Rindahl. See P. 15. 

 

http://www.sfa-xv.org
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Treasurer’s Report, October 2019 
 
The November general membership meeting will be 
significant and the last meeting for calendar year 2019. 
This also means the final meeting to be conducted by 
your current board of officers. We hope to see you 
there. 

The 15th Annual Fundraiser at Dick’s Last Resort was a 
great success once again. This year, ticket sales were 
lagging, but the silent auction compensated. We tip 
our berets to the many donors of valued auction 
items. A special thank you goes out to Sheri Green of 
Dream Vacations for donating a three-night stay at a 
luxury spa in Tulum, Mexico (won by Sharon Gee) and 
to our country singer Rick Salinas for donating a prized 
Cordoba guitar autographed by Charlie Daniels (won 
by Fred Solis.) 

Thanks to John Rodden, George Garcia and Steve 
Schoenicke for their cash donations. 

 
A good time was had by all at the Fort Sam Houston 
Oktoberfest but merchandise sales were modest. 
Other income for the month included meeting 
merchandise and door prize ticket sales.  

Bill Neuiszer and Rudy Johnson sponsored the October 

meal. The VFW Post kitchen prepared a traditional 

Oktoberfest meal of delicious wurst and appropriate 

sides. Danke schön! 

The chapter budget for 2020 will be briefed for a vote 
of approval at the meeting.  

Donations, membership renewal and tickets for 
Christmas Banquet can be purchased on line at 
www.sfa-xv.org.  

 Buddy Gee 
Treasurer 

sgmgee@aol.com 

President Sends: 

The Board meeting is Thursday (Halloween) 31 October 

at 1400, with our membership meeting Saturday 2 

November at 1300.  Lunch will be served from 1200-

1300 and the meeting will start at 1300.   

I still have Christmas Banquet tickets available for 

purchase.  It is important to purchase your tickets soon 

as they will go quickly.  We will have at least a table for 

each of the redeploying SF units here in Texas. 

The SOD-A welcome home went well, and everyone had 

a good time. There is a picture and a small writeup in this 

issue. 

C-5-19th Special Forces are back here in San Antonio.  I 

will meet with their leadership on the weekend of our 

meeting and hope to lock in a welcome home for 

January.  Most of the soldiers are on leave or dwell time 

following their deployment.  The Yellow Ribbon and 

awards ceremony were moved to January and I will get 

the information out as I get it.   

Dick’s Last Resort was a 

success and I want to thank 

everyone involved in the 

planning and execution.  We 

are hopeful we can continue 

this fundraiser and can lock in 

a date early next year.  It was a 

good time and I believe 

everyone enjoyed themselves. 

Remember, voting is this 

month at our meeting.  If you are unable to be at the 

meeting, please attempt to mail in your ballot.  Again, it 

was great to see so many members volunteer to 

continue supporting the board and new volunteers to 

take positions.  We have a bright future ahead and we 

will continue to grow.   

I hope everyone stays safe and enjoys their family. 

 Bill Smith 

 President  

 presidentchapterxv@gmail.com  

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

$$$ DOLLARS AND CENTS 

http://www.sfa-xv.org
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Minutes of October Meeting 

Chapter Meeting Date: 5 October 2019 

The meeting was called to order at 1300 hours by Vice 

President John Lopez followed by the pledge of 

allegiance, a moment of silence. Steve Rindahl gave the 

invocation. The Vice then welcomed new members/

associate members and guests to the Chapter.   

a. Sick or in Distress: Edgar Morales was back after 
surgery and Don Iverson in the hospital in 
Longview. 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
a. Budget & Treasurer’s Report: Buddy Gee 

presented the monthly report and it was accepted as 
read. 
 

b. Minutes:  September Minutes as published in the 
newsletter were accepted by the membership. 
 

c. Membership report:  We currently have 211 
members; 43 were present. 
 

d. Dick’s Last Resort: Vice President Lopez shared a 
message from Fred Solis saying the Dick’s event 
was on for Thursday 10 October.  This is the 
Chapter’s biggest fundraiser. 
 

e. 2020 Chapter Getaway: Karen Hermann gave an 
overview of the August trip to Akumal, Mexico, and 
announced that travel agent Sheri Green would be 
attending future events. 

 
f. Christmas Banquet: Tickets are now on sale ($55) 

for the 14 December event. 
 

g. Chapter will be participating in the Fort Sam 
Houston 19 Oct Oktoberfest and would be selling 
items along with the VFW. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
a. Chapter elections are coming up and the election 

committee has taken the names of those running for 
office. Election forms will be sent out by email and 
are due NLT the 2 November meeting. 
 

b. There will be an International Airborne Symposium 
12-15 October at El Tropicano Hotel. 
 

c. Buddy and Sharon Gee won the Golden Quill Award 
given by National for the best Chapter Newsletter. 
 

d. Bob Simpson was awarded the Order of Saint 
Maurice by the National Infantry Association at Ft 
Benning. 
 

d. Edgar Morales passed on that the 281st Avn CO had 
their reunion in San Antonio. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 1400 hrs. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
JW Martin, D2041L 
Chapter Secretary 

CHAPTER OFFICERS hard at work during October meeting: From left, 

Secretary JW Martin, Vice President Juan Lopez and Treasurer Buddy Gee. 

 CHOW LINE: John Dominguez and finance 

Alanna Cook fall in for Oktoberfest lunch. 
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Chapter News 

Fun, food, friends at Dick’s Last Resort 
Oct. 10, 2019 

Once again, members of Chapter XV 

gathered to have fun and raise 

funds at Dick’s Last Resort on the 

Riverwalk. It was the 15th year for 

this annual event, generously 

sponsored by Dick’s.  

As you can see, the gang was all 

there! Below left, Bobby Walker 

welcomes Gen. and Mrs. Fred 

Valenzuela to the party. At right, 

Chris Marshall and Juan Lopez help 

out singer Rick Salinas, who 

donated a guitar for the silent 

auction. Bottom left, friends 

sporting mustaches support the 

event. Right, Marlys Burkett visits 

with Laura Brown. The event netted 

almost $5,000 for Chapter charities. 
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Cast your vote for new officers 

at November 2 meeting 

From Chuck Rose 
Nominations Committee Chairman 

The election for the 2020-2021 Chapter Officers will take 
place at the membership meeting on 2 November.  If you 
are unable to attend the meeting and plan to submit an 
absentee ballot, it must be received in the Chapter PO Box 
no later than 1 November. (Ballot on next page.) 
 

 Welcome Home, SOD-A 

 

Member News 

Chapter XV President Bill Smith (left), with 
SGM Lindly and Lynn Toomer at welcome-
home day on Canyon Lake as the National 
Guard detachment returned home from 
deployment to Syria and Iraq. 

Infantry Honor 
Chapter member Robert 
Simpson has been 
awarded the Order of 
Saint Maurice at the 
National Infantry 
Museum at Fort Benning. 
The museum also 
presented certificates of 
honor for his service in 
the Korean War and 
World War II. Standing 
with him at the museum 
is his son, Col. Robert H. 
Simpson (Ret.) 

Remembering Mando 

Condolences to JR Garza family 

Our sincere condolences go to JR Garza, who lost a 

brother and a sister within one week during October.  

His brother Mario G. Garza died Oct. 10 at the age of 

66, having served in the Air Force and worked at Kelly 

AFB and later for the City of San Antonio. Mario is 

survived by his wife of 43 years, Mary Helen Garza, 

two children and seven siblings. 

JR’s sister, Sylvia Garza Orozco, age 73, died on Oct. 

15. In addition to JR and the other siblings, she is 

survived by her husband of 56 years, Eugene Centeno 

Orozco, four children and numerous grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren. 

May they rest in peace. 

From Bill Smith 

It was seven years ago this 30 October 2019 

we lost our President Mando Canales. His 

passing was a shock to many and a night I 

will always remember. Mando was about to depart to 

Fort Bragg to be inducted into the Distinguished 

Member of the Regiment (DMOR).  God took him 

home before he could receive this honor.  I was going 

through some old photos and came across this one 

(below). It shows a group of Chapter XV members 

having a cold brew graveside at the one-year 

anniversary of Mando’s passing. May we tip a beer in 

memory of Mando “Red Bird.” As Mando would say, 

“Do not be a cheap Charlie.” 
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Annual Dues now due 
From Marsha ‘Marti’ Scott, 
Membership Secretary 

 

H appy Fall and cooler weather!  

We are now accepting Annual 
Dues for FY 2020 and for those Annual 

Dues Members, the sooner you get them in, the better 
for you. That way if there are any 'hiccups,' we are able 
to address them with National without  waiting to the 
deadline and getting delayed by the heavy 'last minute' 
amount of dues being sent to National for processing.  

As always, you may pay at our monthly Chapter Meeting, 
send in to the Chapter address or pay electronically 
through our Treasurer or the web site.  

 Wishing everyone a great Fall, good health and looking 
forward to seeing each one of you on Nov 2nd at the 
Chapter Meeting and Meal.   

If you have any questions regarding your dues, please 
contact me at oneangeLFL@hotmail.com.   

El Tropicano Hotel has reserved a block of rooms for us at the 

special rate of $109 per night during the weekend of Dec. 14. 

Due to congestion in the area, event parking at the hotel will 

be $16 and overnight parking will be $20. 

To reserve a room for the Christmas Banquet, call 210-277-

4043 and ask for the Special Forces rate.  

El Tropicano Riverwalk Hotel 

110 Lexington Ave., San Antonio 78205 

 Hospitality Room, 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

 Social, 5 p.m.  

 Banquet, 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
(approximate) 

 Dancing to the music of Rick Salinas, 
8 p.m. to 11 p.m.  

 Tickets: $55 each 

 Purchase tickets online  with credit 
card or PayPal.  www.sfa-xv.org 

FYI ... 

Whiskey and Wishes 
Heroes Gala Coming Up 

T he sixth annual  Whiskey and 
Wishes Heroes Gala will be held 

from 5:30 p.m. to midnight Nov. 2 
at Pedrotti's North Wind Ranch.  

Tickets are $30 for active duty 
military or $50 per military couple; $150 for reserved seat 
or $250 per couple; $1,600 for reserved table of 10, or 
$2,500 for VIP Table. 

Hosted by Spurs Head Coach Gregg Popovich and other 
celebrities, the Gala has raised over $1.2 million in its first 
five years, with 100 percent of the money going to assist 
military families with basic needs (food, shelter, 
transportation, uncovered medical expenses, etc).  

Tickets include a barbecue dinner, drinks, live 
entertainment by Sailor Jerri and her band, exciting live 
and silent auctions.  

Purchase tickets at https://one.bidpal.net/
whiskeyandwishes2019/ticketing 

Medical Survey of Special Forces 

T he Green Beret Foundation is collaborating with the 
Department of Neurosurgery at Mount Sinai Hospital in 

New York to investigate unique risk factors and exposures 
U.S. Army Special Forces have been experiencing. If there is 
an increased risk of Green Berets developing cancer, this 
survey may help determine how and why.  

All data collected will be stored securely in a HIPAA-
compliant manner and will be encrypted accordingly. Data 
will only be accessible and analyzed by the Mount Sinai 
principal investigators. The results will be shared with GBF to 
further their mission of supporting unconventional warriors 
and the Special Forces Regiment.  

To take the survey, visit https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
gb_cancer_survey  

mailto:oneangelLFL@hotmail.com
http://www.sfa-xv.org
https://one.bidpal.net/whiskeyandwishes2019/ticketing
https://one.bidpal.net/whiskeyandwishes2019/ticketing
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/gb_cancer_survey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/gb_cancer_survey
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Bob Jenkins, U.S. Army (Retired) 

06/20 
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Chapter News 

Prosit! Oktoberfest brings out Chapter’s fun lovers 
Lots of folks came out to help with the family day celebration at Fort Sam Houston. 

Pictured, clockwise from top right: Lee and Diane Teschendorf in authentic German garb; 

Raul de la Garza and Barry Archer with prospective member (center); Joe Dawson with 

John Lopez and Kim Phillips; Dave Marshall with funnel cake; Merrill Hall with a cold one; 

Mario Guerra with the official beer meisters; Alfred and Lucy Villarreal working the booth. 

Chapter XV joined forces with VFW Post 8541 to participate in the event. 

October 19, 2019 



 

November  2019  14

 



 

November  2019  15

 

 

 

1/20 

For Veterans Day, a chapel service at VFW 
Chaplain’s 

Corner 

I n a few days it will be Veterans Day.  At 1100 on the 

11th of November 1918 the First World War was over.   

The Armistice Agreement was signed by the French, 

British, American, and German authorities representing 

their countries at 0500 declaring that six hours later the 

hostilities would cease.  What was then known as the 

Great War, as it was supposedly “The War to End All 

Wars,” later had to be redesignated World War I – World 

War II had erupted.   

As we approach Veterans Day we celebrate the men and 

women who have taken it upon themselves to answer our 

nation’s call.  A call to leave behind the comforts and 

safety of home to live lives marked with sacrifice for the 

sake of people they do not know and who do not know 

them.  Men and women who commit to endure hardship 

while others pursue lives of ease.   

The American service member is a defender of freedom 

and bringer of freedom to others.  We are one of the few 

nations in the world willing to commit our most valuable 

resource – our sons and daughters — to make the lives of 

people in other countries better.  While there may be 

challenges in accomplishing the mission, 

the ideal of the mission is beyond what 

most people can ever imagine.  That is 

why it is only a fraction of a single percent 

who enter military service. That is why this 

day – Veterans Day – will benefit all, vets 

and non vets alike.  But while others are 

taking advantage of days off from work and sales on 

everything under the sun, those who have served, and 

their families, will celebrate a fact largely unrecognized by 

the public: America’s soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines 

have answered a call that borders on divine, reflects a 

Christ-like sacrifice, and deserves to be recognized. 

Before closing – let me invite you to Chapel here at VFW 

8541.  Sunday the 10th of November at 1030 we shall hold 

“Swordbearers Chapel – A Veteran Faith Community” 

serving those who have served and their families.  

Buen Camino, 
Fr Steve 
CH (MAJ-Ret) Steven G Rindahl, DMin 
A-663 (Life) 



 

November  2019  16

 

2/2/18 

www.chinapost1.org 

Friends of Chapter XV 

  Johnnie A. Terrazas, PE 
   Chief Engineer-CEO 

32310 Flat Rock View 

Bulverde, Texas 78163 

 

johnaterrazas@gmail.com 

 

210-833-9493 

 

 

                         We have EXPERIENCE! 
                         We are EXPERTS! 

                           We are EXPLORING! 

http://www.chinapost1.org


 

November  2019  17

 

JANUARY 

10    Board Meeting  1400 

12 Membership Meeting  

31    February Board Meeting 

 

FEBRUARY 

2 Membership Meeting  

15   Drop Input Due 

26 Ch. XV 42nd  anniversary 

28   March Board Meeting 

 

MARCH 

2     Membership Meeting  

8-10 Cotulla Wild Hog Cookoff 

29   Vietnam Veterans Day 

APRIL 

4   Board Meeting  1400 

6   Chapter Memorial Service 0900 

6    Membership Meeting 1100 

28-5  Ch. XV Cruise/fundraiser 

30   Scholarship applications due 

TBD  JROTC Presentations 

 

MAY 

2    Board Meeting   1400 

NO MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

15 Drop Input Due 

17-19 Canyon Lake Picnic 

27    Memorial Day Serv 0930 

TBD - JROTC Presentations 

30   June Board Meeting 1400 

JUNE 

1     Membership Meeting  

14    Flag Day & Army Birthday 

 

JULY 

4 Independence Day 

11   Board Meeting  1400 

13   Membership Meeting  

 

AUGUST 

1     Board Meeting  1400 

3 Membership Meeting  

13-18 SFA National Convention 

15   Drop Input Due 

SEPTEMBER 

5    Board Meeting 1400 

7    Membership Meeting  

20   POW/MIA Day 

 

OCTOBER 

 3    Board Meeting 1400 

 5    Membership Meeting  

10   Dick’s Last Resort fundraiser  

19 Oktoberfest at FSH 

31  November Board meeting 

NOVEMBER 

2    Membership Meeting  

       Officer Elections 

11  Veterans Day  

15  Drop Input Due 

DECEMBER 

5     Board Meeting 1400 

7 Pearl Harbor Day 

 NO MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

14    Christmas Banquet 

 

   

GREEN BERET CHAPTER XV  
2019 CALENDAR  

All Chapter Meetings, unless announced otherwise, will be held at VFW Post 8541. Membership 

Meetings begin at 1300 hrs on the first Saturday of the month (unless otherwise noted in the 

calendar.) A lunch meal will be served from 1200 to 1300 hrs prior to each Membership 

Meeting. Board Meetings will be held the Thursday prior to the Membership Meeting at 1400 

hours unless announced otherwise. 
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RECUERDO (REMEMBRANCE) 

 

I sing of one who would remain unsung, 

whose name would fade like tracks upon the 

sand. For him no bells were ordered to be 

rung; no banners lowered by a grieving 

land. No bugles blew the moment that he 

expired; no clock was stopped to fix the final 

hour; no doors were draped in black, no 

cannons fired. These are the rites of men of 

rank and power. 

 

But still I sing of him with mounting pride, 

who seized the challenge with uncommon 

heart then ran the course with firm 

unfaltering stride to reach the mark 

determined from the start. 

 

The measure of a man who runs the race — 

lies in his distance from the starting place. 

 

Anonymous 

10/10/17 
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Notice to members and friends of SFA Chapter XV, The Alamo 
Chapter:  

A FULL PAGE AD in this Newsletter is only $100 for 12 issues.  
 

To start your ad or keep it running, contact Buddy Gee, 
sgmgee@aol.com 

Other ad sizes available: 

This is a half page ad (horizontal) 

8” x 5” 

$60 

  

 

This is a quarter page ad (vertical) 

3 3/4” x 5” 

$40 

These are business card ads 

3 3/4” x 2” 

$25 

San Antonio, Texas 78265-3782 

P.O. Box 33782 

President: William E. Smith 

presidentchapterxv@gmail.com 

Chapter XV, Special Forces Association 

mailto:presidentchapterxv@gmail.com
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“Carry on!” 

Changing Times 

        
    
 
    
    

 

Thanks to Ben Scott, Kim Phillips, Mario Guerra, Bill Smith and Denyse Simpson for 
photos in this issue.      

 
When submitting articles or photos for the newsletter please enter “SFA newsletter input” in the subject 
line of your email. Please submit articles and pictures (copies only) for the newsletter to Buddy Gee at 
editor@sfa-xv.org, or mail them to Chapter President Bill Smith at SFA Chapter XV, P.O. Box 33782, San 
Antonio, TX  78265.  
 

The Editors 

 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS 

TIME ENDS ON 11/3. 

Set your clocks back 
one hour. 


